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The Promoting Educational Needs (PEN) Network will host a fundraising Dinner and Dance to raise 
funds for Odoi Atsem Preparatory School in Ghana.  
 

The fundraising dinner and dance will be held at the Royal Banqueting Lounge, Wembley on 19th 
September 2015. A gala evening is planned with special guests, cultural performances and exciting 
fund raising activities.  
 

Why Odoi Atsem School? 
Odoi Atsem Memorial Preparatory School was set up to help provide quality education in a deprived 
community in Ghana. Quality education means the inclusion of African centred knowledge that 
would expand the general educational syllabus as well as broaden students’ cultural and historical 
understanding of their identity. The PEN Network recognises the importance of a general 
educational curriculum (English grammar and comprehension, Maths, Basic Science, Moral and 
Religious Education provided by the school) but the development of an educational programme that 
has at its heart the interests of African cultural, social and economic advancement is its main reason 
for supporting this school.  

 
The school is located in La, close to the La palm and La beach hotels. It is also walking distance from 
the International Trade Fair Centre in Accra. Despite the affluence of the location, Odoi Atsem was 
set up because there was no school in this particular community. On one side of this famous coastal 
area where business people and tourists gather to take advantage of Ghana’s thriving economy, 
poverty affects families who cannot afford the general high school fees in many private schools.  
  

What will the funds support? 
The running costs of the school include rent, utilities such as electricity, water, waste disposal and 
teacher salaries. Retention of teachers is low due to difficulties of paying their salaries. Often 
parents are unable to pay fees, which means the school cannot meet its running costs of about 
£5,000 per annum. The funds raised will help to meet some of these costs, and enable students to 
attend who would otherwise not be able to do so, and help with teacher retention. Establishing a UK 
based sponsorship programme whereby donors can sponsor a child by making annual contributions 
of £30 for student tuition fees, school uniforms and meals is also planned. 
 

Odoi Atsem Staff 
The school’s Head Master is Mr Percy Gogoe. There are 11 teachers who share the teaching of the 
curriculum. One of the teachers, Kwame Sam, says, “although there has been a few support 
initiatives by some charitable religious organizations, who have helped the kids by providing 



occasional school supplies like story books, exercise books and pens and pencils, like Oliver Twist, far 
more is needed to raise the standard of the school.” The most pressing need of the school, he says, 
“is payment of salaries which rely on students’ ability to pay the tuition fees; but also the completion 
of maintenance works which has already started. This includes provision of adequate desks for the 
growing number of pupils and also the cementing of the classroom floors.”  

                
Class rooms are often affected by rainy season                             Students invited to the WEB Dubois Centre 
 

The PEN Network  
The PEN Network is a UK based initiative which aims to support, encourage and promote the 
development of educational resources in underdeveloped communities in Africa, the Caribbean and 
other areas of the African Diaspora. It comprises volunteers committed to making a difference to the 
lives of children and communities in these areas. Inspired by the Adinkra symbol, Woforo Dua Pa a – 
“when you climb a good tree, you are given a good push,” the organisers feel this is a good cause 
that will blossom with support. 
 

Building on an earlier fundraising campaign, led by Dr Michelle Asantewa, which raised a moderate 
£600, the PEN Network wants to make a more significant contribution to the development of this 
school and enhance the aspirations of the pupils at Odoi Atsem.  
 

Fundraising Dinner & Dance 
An exquisite traditional and formal dress event will take place at the Royal Banqueting Suite, 
Wembley on Saturday 19th September 7.30pm – 2.00am. The event includes a drinks reception, 
three course meal and a superb programme of entertainment and fundraising activities in which 
guests are expected to take part. All guests are especially invited to have maximum fun in the 
pursuit of raising funds for this initiative. Advance ticket invitations will help raise the deposit 
needed for hiring the venue. Advance tickets are £40 per person, thereafter ticket price is £45.  
 

The organisers welcome donations for this event from individuals and organisations interested in 
promoting the development of quality, African centred education. If you would like to support 
without attending the dinner, you are welcome. 
 

Further information, to support and R.S.V.P. 
Email thepennetwork@gmail.com  
Landline: 020 8286 3745 
Mobile: 07950 308 033 (Michelle) 07877 492870 (Margaret) 
 
With thanks to our sponsors: 
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